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ARTIFIGIALITY

WORK OF

REM KOOLHARS

Baudrillard’s ‘travel notes’ of his journey by car across America

give us a marvelous picture of American culture.! At the same

time — and this is rare — the book upsets the smug image that the
European intellectual has of his own culture. The knife cuts both
ways. Everything which is dreamed of on this side of the Atlantic
Ocean has been able to realize itself on the other side. For we Euro-
peans, America has always been associated with a sort of exile,
with the phantasm of emigration, and therefore with a form of the
internalization of one’s own culture. At the same time, according
to Baudrillard, it corresponds to a violent extraversion and there-
fore to the ‘degree zero' of that same culture. In Baudrillard’s view,
America is the original version of modernity, and we Europeans
are the dubbed or subtitled version. The United States is the ‘realiz-
ed utopia. What is devised in Europe is realized in America; what

disappears in Europe, reappears in San Francisco.

Is it coincidental that the New Yorker Marshall Berman used Goe-























































